This net out-migration has been most closely associated with the exodus from the farm. The rural population of SEA 7 had a decrease of about twenty-three per cent during the past decade but urban residents had an increase of more than eighteen per cent.
The loss of rural-farm and total inhabitants which began in the 1920's was not substantial until the 1940's. The effect of World War I in attracting persons to the industries of the North was relatively moderate. By World War II, however, many farmers had been battling the boll weevil and bad weather for years and were easily attracted by industry. Since there were few local industries which could be converted from peacetime to wartime production, many of the people left Arkansas to find work elsewhere, mainly in Michigan and California.
Although urban places in SEA 7 supplied many migrants, the attraction of the industrial North and West had much more impact on the rural areas. A large percentage of migrants during the 1940's never returned. Often entire families emigrated to make a new start in an industrial state. It was the "pull" of the factory from outside of Arkansas that was the primary force behind the initial widespread appearance of abandoned farmhouses.2 Concurrently, farms began to increase in size and mechanization became necessary.
Throughout the 1950's, the relative importance of industrial attraction declined and the significance of the "push" off the farm became dominant. The movement of small farmers off the land was a result mainly of mechanization on cotton plantations; the implementation of other laborsaving, scientific advances; and the inability of small farmers and share-croppers to compete successfully in the changing agrarian economy.
The acceleration of the movement off the farm in this latter period, plus the lack of sufficient industrial employment opportunities, resulted in a sharp rise in the unemployment and underemployment levels and put a heavier burden on the counties and the state for welfare funds. However, a moderate rise in manufacturing employment, together with a sharp drop in tenant farm- Louis; and (4) in the region between and including Los Angeles and San Francisco. The objective is to provide some indication of the validity of the hypothesis proposed by Jones and Grebler that, in most regional mortgage markets, interest rates charged on given residential mortgage loans in the smaller cities will usually be significantly greater than interest rates charged on comparable loans in the large cities; in part because the allocation of funds for loans
